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21st Century Cooperation

This edited volume explains the importance of regional public goods (RPGs)
for sustainable development and shows why they are particularly important in

intemational relations.
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" This edited volume explains the importance of regional public zoods (RPGs) for sustainable
development and shows why they are particularly important in the context of 21 st-century
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Introduction

Regionabsm can take different forms. In recent decades, we have wimessed
important waves of regionalism amid globalization acros the world, but the
drivers of these waves have been very different. In Europe, the main drver
has been instimtionalization and the establishment of formal rules (and often
informal ones, too) to arrange the provision of regional public goods (RPGs).
In South Asia, regionalism has moved forward thanks to economic integra
tion, often privately driven. In Latn America, however, there has been no
clear driver. For decades. the region has been characterized by constant faihire
in its attempts to advance institutionalization, as well as by weak advances
economic integration beyond the presures of globalization.

In discussing this challenging situation, this paper will argue that a particular
and distnctive dover for regionalism has been emerging in Latin Amenca. The
driver that | suggest has been operating strongly in the region is socially shaped
and is particularly rooted in the dynamics of mynad nonhierarchical policy
networks that operate across countries and sectors throughout the region. As |

will explain, this network-based mode of regional integration has been firmly

.
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